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UEUORANDU  U 

ON  THE  PROVOCATIVE  ATTACH  Or'  THE  JAPANESE  IN  THE  NOJTNGAN 

AREA  IN  1939 

I .  The  nature  of  tho  £££II8S.’&2n 

Military  actions  in  the  Nomongan  area,  which  took  place 
on  tho  territory  of  tha  Easte.v  Voice  of  the  ?.  engolian  People's 
Republic,  were  intiated  by  the  Japanese  nr/1  they  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  then,  After  tho  unsrocessfulattenpt  to  seize 
the  Soviet  territory  in  the  lake  Khasan  area  in  1933,  the 
Kwantung  Arny  Headquarters  began  a  planned  preparation  for 
the  att  ck  ageiht  the  Mongolian  People's  Republic  (MPR). 

The  Tantsateky  bulge  of  -che  :?E  ce  ritory,  erst  of  the  Khalhin- 
Gol  river  was  chosen  $  the  objective  of  che  attack. 

The  Japanese  and  Manchurian  author i ties  in  their  press 
bulletins  clanied  that  the  Xhalhin- uol  river  was  the  actual 
frontier  between  the  Mongolian  People's  Republic  and  Man¬ 
churia  in  the  area  east  an'',  southeast  of  the  Buir-Nur  lake 
This  was  done  in  order  to  justify  tneir  provocative  and 
aggressive  actions  against  the  Mongolian  People's  Republic. 

In  reality,  according  to  tho  official  naps,  the  frontier 
between  MPR  and  Manchuria  ran  in  this  area  not  along  the 
Khalhin*Gol  river, but  east  of  this  river  along  tlv>  line 
Khulf  t-Uliyn^Gbo  and  ITor.on-Kan  Burd  Obo. 

ihis  is  also  corfirr.ed  by  Map  11  43  of  the  Chinese  albun, 
published  in  1919  in  Poking  by  the  .  ost-ICaster  general  of 
China  (the  copy  of  rap  N  43  was  published  n  the  central 
Soviet  press  on  July  14,  1939)  and  by  the  Japanese  secret 
outline  nap  captured  in  tho  *  rea  of  battle  activities  to¬ 
gether  v/ith  the  Yanagata  separate  detachnent  (see  Appendix  N  I). 

Fron  the  day  of  tho  formation  of  the  MPR  the  outposts  of 
the  HPR  frontier  corps  were  stationed  along  this  line.  Prior 
to  the  outbreak  of  tne  incident  this  frontier  between  MPR  and 
Manchuria,  east  of  tho  Khalhin-Goi  river,  had  been  disputed 
by  nbbody,  including  the  Japanese  and  ‘“anchurians. 

Ahus  the  claim  of  the  Japanese  and  Manchurians  that  the 
frontier  between  the  ;rpR  and  Manchurian  runs  along  the  Khalhin- 
Gol  river  is  not  confirmed  by  any  docuhents  and  actually  is 
a  sheer  fabrication  of  the  Japanese  military  clique  done  with 
the  purpose  of  justifying  their  'rovoentive  and  aggressive 
actions . 

I X  .  The  orep-  ration . of. . thq_  aggression  by  the  Japanese 

The  Japanese  carried  out  all- round  and  thorough  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  attack,  using  their  customary  method  of 
provocations .  ^ince  January  1939  the  Japanese  armed  detach¬ 
ments  began  to  systematically  violate  the  state  frontier  of 
the  MPR. 

There  were  about  thirty  violations  of  that  kind. 
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Simultaneously  a  large  group  of  regular  troops  of  the  23 
infantry  division  and  Borgut  cavalry  rogir.ents  was  con¬ 
centrated  on  tha  sector  of  the  frontier  in  this  ^ren,  which 
fr-'r.  the  Mongolian  side  was  guarded  ^nly  by  a  snail  frontier 
outpost,  s  ationod  west  of  the  Khc.lhin-Gol  river  (see  Appendix 
2’  3  and  V  4). | 

In  Jvu~ry  the  Japanese  end  Manchurians  several  tires 
opened  fire  at  the  patrols  of  the  .Mongolian  outpost.  '*nd  in 
February  groups  of  the  Japanese  nearly  platoon  strong  several 
tines  crossed  the  frortior,  penetr-ting  deep  into  the  Mongol¬ 
ian  territory. 

On  March  17,  1939  at  13  hours  the  frontier  guards  killed 
a  Japanese  bargut  on  the  ongolian  territory.  Judging  by  a 
visiting  card  ''nd  a  photo  found  on  hin  ho  was  a  J.apnnesc- 
Kawano-Kan’ sira,  chief  of  a  police  deDrrtnent  of  the  town  of 
Tu-Tsuan. 

Seeing  no  back-action  fron  the  part  of  the  MPR  forces 
and  not  hoing  satisified  that  it  was  a  mere  frontier  incident, 
the  commander  of  the  23d  infantry  division  lieutenant  general 
Konatsubara  Mititr.ro  on  May  1,  1939  issued  order  N  22  (see 
appendix  N  5)  as  a  guide  to  large-scale  operations. 

In  this  order  he  refers  to  the  instructions  given  in 
"Measures  of  settling  conflicts  on  the  Soviet-Jfonchurian 
frontier"  (see  Appendix  N  6).  *hose  instructions  recomond 
to  the  troops  to  cross  into  the  Soviet  territory  or  to  lure 
the  Soviet  soldiers  onto  the  Manchurian  territory  and  at  all 
costs  to  try  to  capture  prisoners  of  war  and  also  the  corpses 
of  the  killed  and  under  no  circunstances  to  leave  evidence 
on  the  Soviet  territory. 

At  the  beginning  of  May  the  enemy  began  to  act  in  a 
challenging  Manner.  On  May  11  fron  4.00  to  5.00  hours  the 
Japanose  and  barguts  about  200  r.en  strong  rned  with  light 
machine-guns  and  mortars,  violated  the  MPR  frontier  in  the 
district  of  I-’onun  Khan  -aird  Obo,  attacked  the  Mongolian  out¬ 
post  (20  men  strong)  and  pursued  then  to  the  Khalhin-Gol 
river,  nenetr^ting  20  kn.  keep  into  the  Mongolian  territory. 
Simultaneously  the  Japanese  aircraft  started  flying  over  the 
territory  of  the  Mongolian  People's  Republic. 

Ch  May  14  at  6  hours  the  noiinted  Japanese  and  bargut s 
300  men  strong  violated  the  MPR  frontier  in  the  district  of 
the  7th  outpost,  seized  Durgur-Obo  and  cane  onto  the  east- 
e  n  banv  of  the  Khalhin-~ol  river.  During  t)  is  day  the 
Japanese  const  "tly  a  pea.red  over  the  MPR  territory. 

On  May  15,  at  12  hours  45  minutes  five  Japanese  light 
bonbers  made  a  r~id  on  the  7th  outpost.  They  dropped  52 
'  onbs  fron  the  height  ox"  800  metres  and  fired  fron  machine- 
guns  during  3oy>  flight.  As  a  result  2  tsiriks  v'ere  killed 
and  19  mounded.  Prior  to  the  raid  three  planes  conducted 
air  reconnaissance.  The  frontier  guards  saw  that  700  cavalry 
men  and  3  trucks  with  infantry  soldiers  were  concentrated 
on  .he  eastern  bank  of  the  Khalhin-Gol  river.  Thusabeginning 
fron  May  11,  1939  the  Japanese  actually  started  hostilities 
using  regular  Japanese  and  3argut  units  to  this  purpose. 
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All  there  "rovocativc  actions  showed  cloorly  that  the 
Japanese  v/crc  ore-arinr;  the  large- scolo  oper  tions  and  vere 
striving  to  seize  the  territory  of  the  r!PR .1 

In  the  second  half  of  May  1939  the  Japanese  concentrated 
the  units  cf  the  23d  infantry  division,  throe  (1,  7,  8) 

T3rrgut  cavalry  rco'ncnts  and  ab^ut  40  pianos  in  the  area  of 
the  Khalhin-Gol  river.  On  **r.y  28,  1939  the  enony  troops 
suddenly  attacked  the  i'PR  cavalry  guard  detachments  on  the 
territory  of  the  Cuter  1  enroll*'.  ^hus  the  Japanese  started 
large-scale  military  operations. 

Thu  Jan arc so  beforehand  had  built  a  railroad  line  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  area  r/hcro  it  tns  plannod  to  begin  the  attack. 

For  the  rurnosc  of  carryin  *  cut  tho  military-topographical 
^reparation  of  the  battle  area,  tho  Japanese  as  early  as  in 
the  middle  of  Anril  1939  sent  a  topographical  detachment  of 
the  Kvantung  Army  Headauartcrs  to  this  area. 

The  23d  infantry  division  had  to  ensure  the  merk  of  this 
dotachnont.  (soo  Appendix  “  7,  order  N  I  to  tho  64th  infantry 

regiment  dated  April  13,  1939)* 

The  large-scale  preparatory  measures  taken  by  the  Japan¬ 
ese  for  tho  purooso  of  attack  in  the  area  of  the  Kh&lhin-Gol 
river  '-/ere  vividly  described  in  the  report  of  the  1st  Army 
group  Military  Council  dated  Hovonbcr  15,  1939,  N  0037  .address¬ 
ed  to  the  Chief  of  tho  Red  Army  General  Staff,  (see  Appendix 
N  8  -  extract  fron  tho  said  roport). 

In  order  to  justify  their  adventurous  actions  beforcthn  publ 
opinion  and  ”ith  the  purpose  of  finding  a  pretext  for  tho 
seizure  of  territories,  the  Japanese  actually  forged  the 
Manchukuo  frontier  narking  it  on  their  topographical  naps 
along  thv.  Khalhin-Gol  river,  thus  moving  it  18-20  kn.  for/ard. 

Tho  Japanese  command  "ere  striving  to  support  by  this  their 
false  statement  that  tho  MPR  troops  and  not  the  Japanese  forces 
hd  violated  the  frontier. 

The  documentary  evidence  t.c  this  provocation  is  con¬ 
tained  in  order  N  1532  issued  by  UED/M  the  °onnanding  General 
of  tho  K'/antung  .Army,  v/ho  in  tho  second  o.-ragraph  of  tho  order, 
issued  in  Tchang-Tchung  at  14  hours  of  June  20,  1939  said 


the  follov/ing:  ^  •  , 

"The •' Amy  is  to  prepare  for  tho  rear  operation  in  order 

to  v/ipo  out  the  army  of  tho  Outer  .Mongolia,  v/hich  crossed 
tho  frortier"  (see  appendix  9  -  copy  of  tho  transl  tion  of  tho 
order  to  the  Kv/antvng  Army  N  1532). 


III.  Pro  toss  of  -■ 'ggressior 

Fulfilling  the  Treaty  of  mutual  assistance  botvrecn  th: 
Soviet  Government  and  tho  Mongolian  People's  Republic  and 
instructions  given  by  Comr  do  Molotov,  the  herd  of  tho  Govern¬ 
ment,  that  the  Soviet  Union  -»ould  defend  Mongolian  frontier 
ac  if  it  more  it's  oun  frontiers,  the  Command  ordered  the 
transferring  of  the  Rod  Army  units  to  the  Khalhin-Gol  river 

area. 
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During  the  battles  which  took  plr.ee  in  ilr.y,  the  Japan¬ 
ese  could  rot  att  ir  thf  ir  oins  and,  having  suffered  groat 
losses,  strengthened  choir  preparation  fer  a  still  larger 
operation,  striving  to  .seize  te  ri  ory  -'nd  wipe  out  tho  Soviet 
r.r.d  Mongolian  forces.  By  the  end  of  Jithe  1939,  the  Japan¬ 
ese  concentrate ^  all  tho  units  of  the  23rd  Infantry  Division, 
port  of  the  7th  Infantry  Division,  two  tank  regiments  end 
3argut  cavalry  ret;ironts  in  the  battle  area.  All  these  units 
were  reinforced  by  arti.llexy  t'h.n  fron  other  units  of  the 
Kwo.ntung  Amy.  **ot  feme r  than  150  airplanes  of  the  Jaoanese 
ir  Forces  v/ere  a.xso  concentrated  in  this  area. 

The  enemy  p'c.  nod  to  smash  our  defense  suddenly  and 
quickly  and  to  break  with  its  r-  in  forces  through  to  our 
rear  lines  of  commuricatio  . 

To  cnr~y  that  into  effect  the  forces  of  the  23rd  divis¬ 
ion  were  ordered  to  force  the  KhalMr.-Col  river  and  to 
ca.  tore  and  rout  the  Soviet  and  Mongolian  troops,  (see 
Appendix  r  10,  copy  of  the  translation  of  order  to  the  23rd 
Division  K  105,  June  30,  1939). 

To  camouflage  the  expansionist  aims  of  Japanese 
militarism  the  Japanese  command  used  the  method  of  political 
shop  practice  and  under  the  cover  of  tVs  directed  the 
actions  of  the  armed  forces  to  realize  their  aggressive 
strivings,  calling  these  large-scale  battle  actions  a.  mere 
"incident  on  the  frontier  between  Mongolia  and  Manchuria" 

(see  Appendix  N  11  -  a  copy  of  translation  of  the  6th  Army 
commander  declaration  dated  August  10,  1939). 

As  a  matter  of  fact  tho  Kuantung  Army  command  in  close 
contact  with  the  command  of  the  6th  Japanese  Army  did  not 
cease  the  roaa.rr.tion  f  or  r  nother  still  larger  Japanese 
offensive  in  the  fall  of  1939. 

Expansionist  airs  and  urnoses  of  this  offensive  and 
rerorntory  measures  taken  by  the  Japanese  which  were  con¬ 
nected  v'ith  then,  are  documentarily  '  roved  by  the  declaration 
of  the  Corr  ander  of  the  6th  Army  in  September  1939  (see 
Appendix  F  12  -  a  copy  of  translation  of  the  6th  Ar  y  Com¬ 
mander's  declaration  in  September  1939). 

The  enemy  failed  in  carrying  cut  their  cririnr.l  clans. 
Insoad  of  the  triumphal  march,  which  the  Japanese  counted 
upon,  they  -'.aid  a.  high  price  for  the’ir  a/ venture. 

Tho  Japanese  committed  many  atrocities,  like  their 
friends  the  German  f  scist  brutes.  During  the  battles  near 
the  Bain-Tsagan  mountain  political  instructor  Victorov,  who 
fought  bravely,  was  vroundod.  Ho  was  surrounded  by  the 
en  r.ies  and  tortured  to  death;  tho  brutal  sanurais  cut  out 
his  tongue  and  heart,  out  out  his  eyes  arc!  stabbed  him  with 
knives v 

Our  troops,  launching  an  offensive  in  "ugust  1939, 
routed  the  Japanese  invaders,  cleared  the  UPH  territory  of 
the  enemy  an/'  took  on  the  defensive  along  the  frontier  line. 
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On  Septenber  16,  3939  the  hostilities  ceased  in  accord 
r.nco  v/ith  the  Treaty  between  the  Soviet  Covernnent  and  the 
Japanese  °overnncnt  and  the  order  of  the  Peopled  Con~issar 
for  Defense. 


Appendix  to  the  text  in'*1  1-12. 


The  Rod  Arny  benefal  Staff 
Military  History  Dopr.rtnont 
Deputy  ehiof 
l-ajor-Gencral 

Correct:  Signed  (Zcryatin) 


March  12,  1946. 


P'd go  17  of  the  1st  Arny  group  Military  Council  on  the 
actions  in  the  Nor.ongar.  area  in  1939 


CERTIFICAT2  OF  TR.J’SL.  TIP'  CP  THM  BOVE  DOCUMENT 

I,  L.  Tnrkhev,  hereby  certify  that  I  an  thoroughly  con¬ 
versant  in  the  Russian  an'  English  languages;  and  above 
is  a  correct  and  true  transl  tion  of  the  indie  ted  Docuncrt. 


Sign  ture:  L.  Tarkhov 
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Cory  APPENDIX  No.  12 

Transl-  tion  fron  tho  Japanese. 


PROCLAMATION  0 F  TH'~  Cr  If  AMT)  FT,  GENERAL  07  THE  6th  ARMY 

Although  the  order  to  raforn  the  6th  Amy  was  issued 
beforo,  I  nust  no*./  state  with  sorrow  that  the  realization  of 
the  glorious  task  of  defense  of  tho  North-west  :  rea  failed 
because  the  order  ’•’as  not  carried  out.  The  .trr.y  was  cast 
into  a  whirlpool  of  irregular  war  or.  tho  frontier  between 
Manchurian  am  Mongolia,  “uch  control  of  actions  on  the 
front  continue  for  n ore  than  ten  d- ys  into  th<*  present. 

Due  to  the  brave  and  r-jsolute  actions  of  all  the  units  under 
lieutenant-Gcneral  Kamtsubarn  chaos  in  the  course  of  battles 
v/as  dininished.  Now  the  Arny  is  preparing  in  tho  Dzindzin 
Suno  a  %ea  for  a  new  offensive. 

Tho  Connnnding  General  of  tho  Kwantung  Arny  decided  this 
autunn  to  help  us  by  sending  tho  well  trained  troops  stationed 
in  Manchuria^  ho  transfers  thor.  to  the  plr.ee  of  the  future 
battle , places  then  under  r.y  cor.- and  and  plane  urgent  noasures 
to  be  taken  to  settle  the  conflict.  The  circursturces  are 
now  such  that  it  is  clear  that  the  natter  is  beyond  tho  linits 
of  a  nore  frontier  conflict.  V/e  are  now  waging  a  sacred  war 
in  China  ~nd  any  changes  in  the  conflict  under  the  circun- 
stances  of  the  co: -plicated  inrer  and  cuter  situation  acauiro 
great  state  inportar.ee.  The  arny  has  only  one  way  to  carry  out 
its  actions,  that  is  to  nr'-e  the  arny  unanvious  and  ccnsclid* 
atod  and  inwediately  strike  a  crushing  blow  at  th-*  eneny  to 
annihilate  its  growing  insolence.  At  oresent  the  preparation 
of  the  arny  is  being  successfully  carried  on.  The  Arny 
will  root  tho  coning  autunn  by  finishing  ”ith  one  blow  this 
nouse-stirving  and,rill  proudly  show  to  tho  world  the  night 
of  the  selected  Inperial  troons.  The  officers  and  soldic-rs 
have  a  deep  understanding  of  the  eresent  circur.stances . 

All  r.en  of  the  arny  fron  privr  tes  to  high  level  are  ful]  of 
bravo  and  decisive  s'  irit  and  are  sure  of  victory.  The 
Arny  is  always  re.  dy  to  crush  ~nd  destroy  the  eneny  anywhere 
Kavihg'a  deep '’faith- in:  its  first  "arshal  the  Enperor .  I 
Scptcnbor  5,  1939.  The  con  -.ndlng  General  of  The  6th  Arny. 

Translated  fron  Japanese: 

Serior  political  instructor  Pavlcv  Supoly 
Officer  of  tho  2-d  rank  Selyarinov 
Soptonber  9,  3939. 
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crr.l  Staff  on  the  results  of  the  operation  in  the  Fonongr.n 
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The  Red  Arr.y  General  Staff 
Military  History  Dop-.rtncnt  Research  Of  'icer 

Colonel  /  Vakhterov/ 
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I,  ttourin  A.I,  Chief  of  the  Ihcument  room  of  the  Sovie 
Division  of  the  I.P.S.  he-ehy  certify  that  the  «P 
hereto  »ee  copied  from  the  photostat  mnp  •  Outer  Morujolie- 

annexed  to  Doc.  M  2231  766  > 


Knur in,  A  I. 

Chi  of  of  the  Document  Foom, 
Soviet  Division  I.P.°>. 


Tokyo,  Japan 
23  Kay  1947 
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